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contribute five thousand rupees as Chauth. After this event Hamid
Khan intervened, and by his influence on both sides, made
them sign an agreement according to which Kantaji obtained
the right of collecting Chauth on the Ahmedabad side of the
Mah!, while Pilaji was given the region on the other side of
the river (Baroda territory). Now, as the monsoon had set
in, Pilaji retired to Songarh near Surat and Kantaji went to
his Jaglr in KJiandesh.1
When the news of the death of Rustam cAli Khan and his
brother reached Delhi, the Emperor urged the new Governor,
Mubarizu'1-Mulk Sarbuland Khan to proceed to Gujerat
and take charge of his government at the earliest possible
date. He was directed to chastise Hamid Khan and to clear
the country of the Marathas. For this purpose he was granted
a subsidy of one crore of rupees, of which sum, fifty lakhs were
paid to him at Delhi and the balance was to be remitted in
monthly instalments of three lakhs each. At the request of
Mubarizu'1-Mulk Sarbuland Khan, Najmu'd-DIn cAli Khan,
younger brother of Amiru'l-Umara Husain eAli Khan was
released and appointed Governor of Ajmer. The latter was
ordered to join Sarbuland Khan in his operations against
Hamid Khan, with other leaders of the Barha family.
Maharaja Abhai Singh, ruler of Marwar, Chhatar Singh of
Marwar, and other Rajput veterans also joined the expedition.
Hamid Khan and his lieutenants, Salabat Muhammad
Khan and Jawanmard Khan BabI, were busy collecting
tribute in the countryside when news was brought to them
that Sarbuland Khan had already begun his march from
Ajmer towards Ahmedabad. When the latter reached the
frontier of Gujerat, many faujdars of that province, appre-
hensive of the future, were prudent enough to come and
offer their allegiance to him. Sheikh Allah Yar Khan joined
him with his troops in the neighbourhood of Sidhpur. Hamid
Khan kept himself informed of the movements of Sarbuland
Khan, through his secret agents, and accordingly returned to
Ahmedabad in time to make his preparations for the immi-
nent contest for the government of Gujerat. He took promise
from his Maratha allies that they would return to Gujerat
after the rainy season to help him against his enemies. Nizamul-
1 Grant Duff, op. cit.9 vol. I, p. 405.

